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H.E President Baron Waqa addresses the opening of the
high level segment of COP19 in Warsaw on 19 Nov
M

r President,

Congratulations
on
your
assumption of the Presidency. I would
like to take this opportunity to express
our deep appreciation for the hospitality
you and the people of Warsaw have
shown during our visit.

no simple answers or quick fixes that
will solve the crisis. A lasting solution
demands that we work harder to honestly
reconcile our diverse interests, and that
will not be easy.
Yet I am optimistic we will succeed.
I am filled with hope because humans

hatred and bloodshed. To follow that path
means to enhance the moral power of the
all-embracing idea of human solidarity.
I feel happy and proud that over the
past few years this idea has been so
closely connected with the name of my
homeland.” Unquote.

I have the honor to speak on behalf
of the Alliance of Small Island States
(AOSIS), which represents 44 lowlying island and coastal countries
around the world that are highly
vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change.

Mr. President,

Mr. President,
When COP 19 opened last week,
reports of the destruction in the
Philippines caused by Super-Typhoon
Haiyan—one of the strongest storms
in history were just beginning to
trickle in.
H.E President Baron Waqa was in Warsaw Poland this
We can now see the shocking scale
of human tragedy that resulted, and
are only beginning to appreciate the
enormous recovery effort that lies ahead.
Though little was mentioned in the
media, our Member States of Palau and
the Federated States of Micronesia were
hit by the storm as it gathered strength
on its path to the Philippines, and only
narrowly escaped its full wrath. Our
thoughts and prayers are with all of the
victims.
Thus I feel obliged to remind the world
that without immediate action to reduce
the green house emissions responsible
for climate change, we can expect more
record storms, a devastating rise in sea
level, more droughts, and more lives
needlessly lost.
Mr. President,
The challenges we face from climate
change are unprecedented, and there are

week during the COP19 climate conference

Adequately responding to the
challenge of climate change is at its
root about safeguarding the rights
of every person and every nation.
And, for the people of many small
islands, it is about ensuring the
survival of their homelands. AOSIS
has put forward sensible proposals
on Loss and Damage and under the
Durban Platform of Action (ADP)
for greater near term ambition
which are commensurate with the
scale of the challenge we face.

Yet many of the countries most
responsible for climate change are
retreating from their moral responsibility
and obligation to act. Consequently, we
are lacking the urgent ambition required
to lower emissions in the short time we
have to avert catastrophe; we are missing
the clarity on finance that is needed to
realise our mitigation opportunities and
prepare vulnerable communities for
impacts that have become impossible
to avoid; and we are missing the allembracing idea of human solidarity
that underpins the concept of Loss and
Damage.
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are endowed with a remarkable will to
persevere against all odds. We can see it
now in those devastated communities in
the Philippines, Palau, and the Federated
States of Micronesia and it characterized
the Solidarity union, which formed in
Polish shipyards not far from here.
Lech Walesa, the leader of the Solidarity
movement went on to become the
President of this great country and was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983.
His acceptance remarks delivered on
his behalf by his wife still ring true for
the victims of climate change and other
vulnerable groups:
And I quote, “We respect the dignity and
the rights of every man and every nation.
The path to a brighter future of the world
leads through honest reconciliation of
the conflicting interests and not through

Let no nation be forgotten. We hope
that here in Warsaw we can revive the
enduring spirit of humanity to show we
care enough to create a brighter future
for our children and grandchildren. Once
again the world is looking to Poland for
leadership.

Thank you•
Produced by the Government Information Office
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Special advisor to UN Secretary-General makes first trip to the pacific

T

he Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary General, Ms Amina Mohammed made her first official trip to the Pacific
region when she visited Nauru last week (10-13 Nov).

The visit is a milestone for Nauru and for Small Island Developing States paving the way for specific discussions about Nauru’s
issues including the challenges faced by Small Island Developing States and climate change to be included in the Post-2015
Development Agenda.
As the Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States and former chair of the Pacific
Small Islands Developing States (PSIDS), Nauru plays a vital role in campaigning
and advocating for the interests and protection of its member states.
The visit is an opportunity for the Nauru Government and other senior officials to
discuss important and significant issues Nauru is experiencing in regards to addressing
and achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) post-2015.
Ms Mohammed arrived on Nauru on Sunday 10 November accompanied by Nauru’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Marlene Moses.
While on island Ms Mohammed visited the Nauru Secondary School, the Republic
of Nauru (RoN) Hospital; and took part in the commemoration service for Armistice
Day (11 Nov) where she laid a wreath on behalf of the United Nations.
Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary
General, Ms Amina Mohammed made her first
official visit to the Pacific when she visited Nauru

Over the course of her visit Ms Mohammed met with Acting President David Adeang,
cabinet ministers, caucus members, Speaker of Parliament Ludwig Scotty and acting
Secretary for Foreign Affairs and Trade Michael Aroi.

Ms Mohammed also enjoyed a boat ride, and other visits including schools, the boat
harbour, Nauru Utilities Corporation, hospital, topside and the Regional Processing Centre. She also met with members of the
opposition, heads of department, state-owned entities, and members of the community•

Remembrance Day 2013

A

rmistice Day was remembered this year with the
traditional commemorative service and wreath laying
ceremony at the government office last week (11 Nov).
As the national flag was lowered to half mast, His Excellency
the Acting President Hon David Adeang led the laying of
wreaths at the cenotaph of the war dead, followed by two
minutes silence.
Among the representatives, Pastor Labi Harris laid the final
wreath on behalf of the Nauruan World War II survivors and
returnees from Truk Island (now Chuuk).
A four-police honour guard was positioned around the Acting President David Adeang lays the first wreath at this year’s
Armistice Day ceremony
cenotaph with their commander and flag raiser also on guard.
The wreath laying ceremony was followed by the playing of
the Last Post, reading of the Ode of Remembrance and two minutes silence to remember the war dead and Nauruans during
the Second War.
Reverend Roger Mwareow then delivered a prayer before the playing of the Reveille and the national flag hoisted to full
mast, bringing the official ceremony to a close•

Government hands over tenth home under new housing scheme

A

nother family has been given the key to their new home under the government’s new housing scheme this week (20 Nov) in
Anabar.
Acting President Hon David Adeang handed over the house keys to happy homeowner Russell Aiyunge followed by a tour of the
house and refreshments provided by the family.
This is the tenth house to be completed under the housing scheme. The house was built by Jatel Construction under the management
of Paul Hartman.
The Government’s New Housing Scheme is an interest-free housing loan provided to assist Nauruan families in constructing and
owning their own house. The scheme which is repayable over 15 years is largely to address overcrowding of large Nauruan families.
There are 16 houses left to be constructed under this scheme•
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Probation and correctional training completed What is a Bendigo bank community bank?

A

training workshop for Probation and Correctional Officers
ended last week (Wednesday, 13 Nov) with an awards
ceremony at the Parliamentary conference room.

Retired Probation and Corrections consultant Warwick Duell
conducted the two day training with Probation staff and
Correctional officers. The workshop covered a range of topics
including leadership skills, personality styles and how to work
with offenders.
Mr Duell has worked in the probation and correctional
services for 35 years providing consultations for correctional
organisations around the Pacific region. He recently conducted
similar consultations in Samoa and Vanuatu.
Mr Duell stated that the workshop is important in the
development of an operations manual and building the capacity
of correctional and probation services in Nauru.

B

endigo Bank is interested in more than just banking.

It’s committed to helping to improve the lives of its
customers and the communities in which they live.
It’s proven this many times over the Bank’s 155-year history.
But its biggest contribution to communities has been driven by
its Community Bank® model.
Community banking started in Australia in 1998.
At that time, many Australian banks were closing branches in
regional and rural communities.
This made banking very difficult for people living in those places
and was bad for those local economies.
Bendigo Bank started talking to people in these communities
and they worked together to develop a new way of banking.
They called it a Community Bank® and decided it should be
owned and run by the local community in partnership with the
Bank.
To ensure both partners are fairly rewarded for their effort,
Bendigo Bank and the Community Bank® then share the money
made after the branch’s operating costs are paid.

Trainer Warwick Duell (front row right) and Resident magistrate Peter
Law (centre) with course participants

At the presentation Chief Correctional Officer David
Detageouwa congratulated all officers involved and expressed
his appreciation for the training. In his remarks Mr Detageouwa
also highlighted the achievements of several officers who are
under selection process for further training.
Director of Human Resources Ms Peta Gadabu echoed Mr
Detageouwa’s comments encouraging participants and added
that the HR section is doing its best to source training programs
for the correctional and probation departments.
The two day training is funded by New Zealand Aid (NZAid) to
develop correctional and probations services around the Pacific
region.
Mr Duell was in Nauru in August last year and his return this
month was for follow up consultations to update and refresh the
participants of the workshop•

Once profitable, the Community Bank® then consults with the
local community to decide how the money it’s made should be
spent.
Most choose to pay dividends to shareholders and give money
to local groups and projects that make their community a better
place to live.
Since 1998, almost 300 Community Bank® branches have
opened in communities across Australia.
These branches have returned a total of more than $100 million
to support local projects and groups.
The grants Community Bank® branches give can be as small as
a $500 sponsorship to help buy books for the local library or as
big a $1 million donation which helps to build a sports stadium.
For Nauru, a Community Bank® will not only return banking
services, but ensue an ongoing pool of money is secured which
can be used to strengthen the community•
This column is an ongoing series of information
provided by Bendigo Bank

Asylum seeker children are integrating well in school

T

wenty asylum seeker children residing at the Regional
Processing Centre (RPC) on Nauru are enjoying their
second week of school at Nauru College this week.
They commenced orientation on 13 November with some of their
parents in attendance. The students also took part in the Queen’s
baton relay when it visited schools on Friday 15 November.
This week (18-22 Nov) was their first week of engaging in
school and classroom activity. The education department said
the students are integrating well at class time and during recess
and lunch breaks.
A few more students are expected to join the formal school
system at Nauru Secondary School next week.
The RPC is now accommodating 637 asylum seekers of mixed
nationality that have been brought to the island by Australia to

have their refugee claims processed.
The Nauru Government has been assisting the Government
of Australia in its effort to curb illegal boat arrivals onto the
Australian mainland by hosting a processing centre to look after
asylum seekers. There are currently 231 single adult males and
406 family members at the Nauru RPC.
This week (20 Nov) the first two accommodation buildings
constructed after the July riot was handed over at RPC1. The
second compound at RPC2 was also scheduled for handover this
week (20 Nov) as well as two recreational areas and a medical
room at RPC3.
Current employment figures have over 600 locals and over 500
expatriate staff working at all three camps•
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Queen’s baton relay makes Nauru the 12th stop in its
journey to the commonwealth games in Glasgow
T

he Government and people of Nauru welcomed the
arrival of the Queen’s baton relay as it makes its journey
to Commonwealth countries and territories before ending at
the Opening Ceremony of the XX Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow Scotland in July 1014.

officials that brought the baton for enduring the program.

Nauru was the 12th stop on its 36th day of travelling and is the
third occasion that the Queen’s baton relay has come to Nauru.

The Minister also highlighted Nauru’s impressive record of
winning medals at every Commonwealth Games since it first
participated in the 1990 Games in Auckland.

This is the second time the government has declared a public
holiday for the main event - the island relay on Thursday 14
November.
The public holiday allowed members of the community and
organisers prepare traditional and cultural displays ready for the
island relay.
The baton relay’s five-day program included an airstrip relay
upon arrival and welcome reception, an island relay, a boat ride,
as well as visits to schools, hospital and landmarks.
At the farewell dinner hosted by the Minister for Sports Hon
Valdon Dowiyogo on Saturday 16th Nov, he conveyed how
important and enjoyable the relay had been and thanked the

2010 Commonwealth Games boxer Joseph Deireragea represented his
tribe when he carried the Queen’s baton completing the end of the first
relay around the airstrip, followed by the other representatives of the
12 tribes of Nauru. Joseph handed over the baton to Sports Minister
Valdon Dowiyogo

“We have truly enjoyed the experience and the opportunity to
be part of this wonderful event in the Commonwealth Games
calendar. We’ve had the relay three times and we’ve enjoyed
every bit of it.”

“Our athletes will be ready. Being part of Team Nauru is a great
privilege. By wearing that blue and gold uniform – you are
ambassadors – there is nothing like it - so for the time you are
wearing them – be proud and make it count,” Minister Dowiyogo
said.
The baton and officials departed on the weekend (Sunday, 17 Nov)
following the morning church service at Orro Congregational
Church. The Queen’s baton relay will now travel to Tuvalu as
well as other Commonwealth countries until it reaches its final
destination at the opening ceremony of the XX Commonwealth
Games in Scotland•

Sports Minister Valdon Dowiyogo (L) hands over the baton to Acting
President David Adeang in front of the government office at the
completion of the relay around the airstrip on day 1
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