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Supreme Court grants bail to jailed MPs

Supreme Court ruling last week
(Friday 17 July) granted bail for
opposition MPs Sprent Dabwido and
Squire Jeremiah as well as five others for
their involvement in the 16 June protest
outside the Nauru Parliament.

Opposition MPs have earlier appeared
before the Courts on 2 and 10 July 2015
prior to bail being granted on 17 July.

The application was made by Mr Dabwido
on behalf of himself and Mr Jeremiah on a
number of grounds. This included having
had no access to the legal representation of
their choice, no prior convictions, police
investigations were ongoing, they were
not principle offenders, both men had
family obligations and that there was no
risk of them absconding bail conditions.

Three other defendants appearing with
the five others that were granted bail were
released from jail.
Chief Justice Joni Madraiwiwi presided
over the two separate cases.
During the proceedings His Honour
Madraiwiwi said “that the court is
involved in a risk assessment on the
likelihood of the defendants to breach the
conditions of their bail set by the District
court. This is difficult because this entails
a prediction of the future.”
“However, the court notes the recent
conduct of the defendants on the 4th
and 6th July to attend a funeral of a late
relative, did not contravene the orders
of the district court and that both men
returned to custody without incident. This
has tilted the balance in their favour in
their bid for bail.”
His Honour ruled that the “prosecution
may not raise the issue of the public
interest and safety concerns now when
it omitted to do so in those previous
instances.”
“Neither may it cite the events of 16 June
2015 when the defendants have behaved
appropriately on the most two recent
occasions of their subsequent release,” CJ
Madraiwiwi said.

New court facility opens

T

On 10th July they appeared for mention
before CJ Madraiwiwi in the Supreme
Court where they lodged an urgent
application for bail.

Chief Justice Joni Madraiwiwi presides
over case of jailed MPs
(File Photo)

On 2nd July Mr Dabwido and Mr Jeremiah
appeared before Resident Magistrate
Garo in the District Court where they filed
an application to stay their case before the
Supreme Court.
Her Worship granted the application
saying that “a clear reading of section
38 of the Courts Act 1972 and Article
54 (1) and (2) of the Nauru Constitution
both issues as raised by the defendants
now before me, do not fall within the
jurisdiction of this court.”
Her worship, then listed the matter for
mention before the Supreme Court at
3.00pm on Friday 10 July 2015.

The prosecution led by Mr Livai Sovau,
then made its case and objected to the bail
application by stating the fact that bail had
initially been denied to the men when the
application was put to the District Court.
The prosecution further stated that it
leaves open the presumption of the
innocence of the two men is debatable.
Moreover, the prosecution continued
on to state “it is for them [Mr Dabwido
and Mr Jeremiah] to show a change in
circumstance. Our [prosecution] position
remains the same, objecting to bail.”
On 17th July CJ Madraiwiwi handed
down his ruling and granted bail to Mr
Dabwido and Mr Jeremiah.
The men are due to reappear in the
Supreme Court for mention on 17 August
2015, to have their right to legal counsel
of their choice heard before the court•

Continue pg 3...

he new Nauru court house facility was officially opened
by His Excellency President Baron Waqa last week (Fri 17
July) paving the way for the courts to expedite more cases than
previous.
The new court facility will complement the current court house
in executing the number of cases before the courts hence reduce
the number of delays in proceedings.
Registrar David Toganivalu said the opening was “another
chapter in the development of law and justice in Nauru.”

New court facility will complement the old court room (back ground)
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Obituary

Wilisoni Kurisaqila

W

Director of Public Prosecutions, Nauru
27 March 1964 - 21 June 2015

ilisoni Lagi Kurisaqila was born
on 27 March 1964 in Fiji’s second
largest city, Lautoka. He was from the
province of Nadroga in western Fiji. His
maternal ties were rooted to kin in Mavana
village, Vanuabalavu in the Lau group.
His father represented Fiji in rugby and
was a prominent member of the rugby
fraternity.
Wilisoni however chose not to follow
the footsteps of his father, a medical
doctor (who later became a prominent
politician and Speaker in Fiji’s House of
Representatives) but instead elected to
pursue a career in the law. He completed
his undergraduate studies in law in the
United Kingdom from Buckingham
University.
He returned to Fiji to complete a
Professional Diploma in Legal Practice
and was called to the bar amongst other pioneering colleagues
in 1998. He was amongst the first cohort of law students who
graduated from the newly established PDLP program.
After a short stint at the Suva law firm of GP Lala and Associates,
Wilisoni was recruited into the office of Director of Public
Prosecutions in Fiji in 1999. Here began a lifetime career in the
field of criminal prosecutions which he pursued with passion
and conviction. He steadily rose through the ranks of the DPP’s
office gaining the respect of both his colleagues at the Bar and
the Bench. He successfully prosecuted men of chiefly as well
as stated invested authority. He discharged his prosecutorial
responsibilities fearlessly. No one could ever accuse him of bias.
He was instrumental in securing convictions in the Naiqama,
Malasebe and Verebasaga cases, to mention a few. That he
was able to navigate the difficult territory that would face an
indigenous Fijian having to prosecute persons who he had
traditional ties to spoke volumes about Wilisoni’s unwavering
sense of justice and to do what was right by the law.
By the time of his departure from that office, precipitated by the
political upheavals in Fiji in 2006, he had risen to the rank of
Deputy Director.
Not one to be easily disheartened, and still at the zenith of his
career, he accepted an offer from the Government of Nauru and
in October 2009 was appointed the country’s Director of Public
Prosecutions. He was to remain in that position until his death.
That he spent such a considerable time away from his family
and the land of his birth was a reflection of his commitment to
Nauru, a country that he regarded as his second home and which
in turn had come to embrace him as one of its sons.
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Wilisoni was not just big in stature – he
was big in heart. He had an imposing
frame that demanded respect. He was a
lawyer’s lawyer and the embodiment of a
prosecutor – fearless, bold and imposing.
During the mayhem that gripped Fiji
following George Speight’s failed coup,
Wilisoni led some of the most significant
prosecutions against its perpetrators and
supporters. He was also at the forefront
of significant prosecutions against police
and military officers whom in the event
of arresting citizens, used excessive force
resulting in deaths.
With an unmistakably baritone and robust
court presence there was never any hint of
reservation or meekness in his approach
to his cases. He prosecuted the offenders
with conviction and resolve, without fear
or favor. In doing so, he won the respect of
both friend and foe alike.
Throughout his career Wilisoni mentored many prosecutors
and police investigators. Many turned up at his funeral to pay
homage, to be reminded of his gentle and yet sure tutelage in the
refining of their advocacy skills. His mentoring has undoubtedly
contributed to their skills and success in the field of criminal law.
Wilisoni was color and race blind. It is telling that amongst other
colleagues, his long standing colleague Asishna Prasad flew
from New Zealand to deliver an emotional eulogy at his funeral
service. That was an indication of the regard in which he was
held by his colleagues. His dry wit was often cutting. He was not
a man who bore an iota of malice in his large frame.
The Wilisoni that everyone knew was a decent man whose
humanity was manifest in all that he did and how he treated
people around him. His physical stature belied a gentle spirit.
His affable nature made people naturally gravitate and warm
towards him.
Wilsoni’s death in Nauru on 21 June 2015 was an event
of profound sadness which shocked his many friends and
colleagues. The esteem in which he was held in the community
was evidenced by the fact that the President of Nauru, H.E.
Baron Waqa M.P. awaited at the airport under the hot tropical
sun, the cortege carrying his casket for his final journey home to
his beloved Fiji.
Wilisoni is survived by his wife Frances, a daughter Litia and
his son Apenisa. In scripture we are reminded that “many are
called, but few are chosen.” Wilisoni was indeed chosen. We
give thanks to God for a life fulfilled•
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Speaker receives first parliament handbook Court to serve the Nauruan people: CJ

T

he first parliament handbook for the Nauru Parliament was
received by the Speaker of Parliament Ludwig Scotty last
week Friday 17 July by former secretary general of the Lok
Sabha parliament of India Mr Sreedharan.
Mr Sreedharan first came to Nauru on the 2 May 2015 to
commence work on compiling the handbook.
It took Mr Sreedharan two and half months to complete
the handbook which will be used as a guideline by all
parliamentarians.
Mr Scotty said the handbook is based on the Nauru Constitution
and parliamentary Standing Orders.
The Speaker will introduce the handbook to the parliament after
which will become an official guidebook for the members of
Parliament.
Mr Scotty thanked the government of Australian through AusAid
for funding the project as well as for the hard work undertaken
by Mr Sreedharan and parliamentary counsel Sanjeev Sharma•

...from pg 1

I

n his statement Chief Justice Joni Madraiwiwi said the
courts are now in a position to deal with refugee cases and
thanked the Australian government and its department of
immigration and border protection for funding the new facility
as well as Canstruct who constructed the building as well as
acknowledging the landowners.
“Most of all, it is to serve the people of Nauru,” CJ Madraiwiwi
said.
The new facility holds a courtroom, judges’ chambers, training
room and staff office.
In addition to the opening, Minister for Justice and Border
Control (JBC) Hon David Adeang used the opportunity to launch
the strategic plan for the Department of JBC which covers the
justice secretariat, office of the director of public prosecutions,
public defender’s office, the Financial Intelligence Unit and
other sections of the department.
“As I have previously noted, a key priority in the Plan is to
provide the public greater access to the courts.
“In this connection, I am advised that a policy guideline on
accessing legal aid in Nauru has been approved in principle,”
Minister Adeang said.
The plan sets out the framework for the department and a large
part of it addresses capacity building and staff development.
“While the Government of Nauru appreciates the contribution
of expatriates in the legal sector, it is up top Nauruans to step up
and acquire the skills and knowledge which would equip them
to assume more positions of leadership in the justice department.
This will not happen by chance – it will require hard work,
discipline and a change of attitude,” Minister Adeang said.

Speaker of Parliament Hon Ludwig Scotty receives the
parliament handbook compiled by Mr Sreedharan

Mr Adeang thanked the Government of New Zealand for its
support towards the completion of the plan and its valuable
support to the Nauru justice sector•

Clean and Green receive 2.5-M funding boost

T

he Government of Nauru reaffirmed its commitment for
public cleanliness with the announcement in parliament
by Minister of Finance David Adeang, last month (16 June) for
plans to improve the current clean and green program.
The new improvements are aimed at changing the current system
whereby the activities were undertaken by people directly
employed by the Government of Nauru.
The changes will see the government contribute a total of $2.5
million to directly fund 19 privately run community groups
around Nauru for clean and green activities. The additional
groups to the original 14 districts include Meneng Settlement,
NPC settlement, Location one and two and an extra clean up
team for Yaren district.
A tendering process for the new cleaning program is open to the
public to submit tender proposals to take up the work.

It is expected that proposals detail the budgeting outline for the
fortnightly allocation of $5000 as well as include details of how
work will be carried out in the community. It is expected that the
fortnightly allocation will be used to pay for workers’ salaries,
purchase of fuel for power cleaning tools and maintenance for
work tools.
Bidders must also submit a work program detailing their daily
tasks. As part of the changes the cleaning groups are expected to
perform beautification tasks such as gardening, landscaping, and
beach clean-up duties.
The first clean and green program initiative commenced back
in early 2011 with the first competition winners Anabar district
taking out first place and $1000 cash prize. Second and third
place were taken by Anibare and Ijuw districts respectively.
The closing submission date for bid proposals is yet to be
confirmed•

CORRECTION

Home Affairs took out the best display award on Public Service Day and not the department
of the year award as previously reported in the Nauru Bulletin Issue 8-126.
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H.E receives computers from Thailand CG

H

is Excellency President Baron Waqa received two laptops
and three desktop computers from the office of the Nauru
Consulate-General in Thailand for use by Nauru’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade last week (14 July).

Thailand Consul-General
hands over computer
equipment to President Waqa

The department is very grateful and would like to acknowledge
Consul-General Diana Zheng and Vice-Consul John Yu of the
Thailand Consulate for the generous donation which took place
in Brisbane Australia.
The department said the additional equipment is a great boost for
the department and will now allow all the staff members to have
access to a computer•

Sports equipment donation to schools

T

he Acting Ministry for Sport Hon Aaron Cook presented the
donation of the sports equipment to the Director of School
Faye Itaia as a representative of the Education Department, last
week 17th July at the Cabinet room.
Chief Secretary Bernard Grundler was invited to witness the
handover as well as to start the small presentation with an
opening prayer.
Mr Cook said it is always good to encourage children to
participate in sporting activities for their future.
Mrs Itaia gave a brief speech and thanked the sports department
staff for their contribution to the schools.
“The school needs sports equipment but we have a lack of
physical education teachers,” Mrs Itaia said.
The sporting items include 40 footballs, 40 playground balls,
12 basketballs, eight rugby balls, eight color base set and six
mixed hoop sets. The equipment will be beneficial to the infant,
primary and secondary schools•

Digicel donates TV monitor to hospital
for dialysis telemedicine

T

elecommunications provider Digicel Nauru donated a 40
inch television screen last week (15 July) for telemedicine
and video telephony purposes at the dialysis unit.
Acting Health Minister Charmaine Scotty and Digicel’s
Commercial Director George Iliakopoulos unveiled the screen
at the Naoero Public Health Centre dialysis unit.
On behalf of the Nauru government and the medical staff,
Minister Scotty thanked Digicel for its donation that will enable
communication via Skype with specialists in Fiji and Australia
for medical needs and update.
Digicel General Manager, Ben Kealy also highlighted that the
“TV is ready to be used and you (patients) can watch Digicel’s
24 channels•

Donation of TV by Digicel is for telemedicine and
telephony purposes at the dialysis unit
Sports Minister Hon Aaron Cook donates
sporting equipment to Nauru schools
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